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While I am NOT a safe collector, I do very much appreciate the locking 

mechanisms and engineering that goes into them. Long ago, I also realized that 

many of the more renowned safe and bank lock manufacturers of the 1800’s 

manufactured more than only the high-end physical security items. We all know 

this to be true of Yale, Chubb, Hobbs, and others. Examples of safes, door 

locks, bank locks, padlocks, and cabinet locks can be found with relative ease. 

However, with some of the smaller, more-focused manufacturers of the time, 

finding these secondary items can be a challenge, if they can be found at all. 

Featured here is a well-built, brass lever padlock from Samuel Chatwood, 

renowned safe-maker, and participant in the illustrious “Battle of the Safes” at 

the 1867 Paris Universal Exposition, which pitted a Chatwood Safe against a 

Silas Herring Safe. The contest quickly moved from the fine art of picking the 

mechanism (as was previously common in mid-19th century Europe) to a 

contest of brute force destruction using sledgehammers, drills, frames, and 

wedges. 

History ... compiled and summarized from various online and print resources: 

Samuel Chatwood: Born 1833, Died 1909. 

Although best known as a maker of safes, he was an engineer of wide 

knowledge and experience, and in his earlier years was recognized as an 

inventor in many fields of engineering. While devoting most of his time to his 

business, he found time to produce improvements in steam-hammers, engines, 

boilers, mechanical stokers, mining and colliery plant. He also invented a 

hydraulic balance for direct-acting lifts, which, in a modified form, was very 

widely used. 

He was an associate member of the Institution of Civil Engineers, a member of 

the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, and of several other scientific bodies. 

The Chatwood & Dawes Company was established in 1861 by Samuel 

Chatwood, at the age of 28, together with a partner William Dawes who was a 

civil/Mechanical engineer. They were manufacturers of iron safes, locks, and 

sewing machines. The factory was in Bolton, Lancaster, UK. The partnership 

didn’t last long, Dawes left in 1862 joining George Price of Wolverhampton, 

another renowned safe maker. Samuel Chatwood, carried on the firm on his 

own afterward as the Chatwood Safe Company, and officially had it registered in 

1864. 

Samuel Chatwood never considered himself a locksmith or safe maker, but 

instead a “banker’s engineer”. He took his craft seriously, and was a prolific 

inventor in many other areas. Although Chatwood built the "Rolls Royce" of 

safes all over the world, he went bankrupt in 1874 after dabbling 

unsuccessfully in the tin crushing business in Cornwall. Following up on 



another invention or two the company, though, survived and expanded. It 

eventually merged with Milners in the late 1950’s, and then was acquired by 

Chubb. 

Chatwood's Patent Safe and Lock Co, of the Lancashire Safe and Lock Works of 

Bolton, of 120 Cannon Street, London. 

One can still find Chatwood-branded safes and safe deposit boxes spanning 

over a century of production, but this is the first brass padlock that I have run 

across.  

 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 



 



 

 


