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Here are the Blake Brothers early “Cylindrical Door Locks” represented in their 1833 Patent # X7945H. 
There is one fully functional set and one partial set 

There are several unique things about this door lock.  

First off, the design was nearly 100 years ahead of its time when compared to the mid-1920’s patents of 
Walter Schlage. The Blake brothers designed this door knob and locking mechanism at a time when the 
norm was wooden stock locks and metal plate rim locks. 

Secondly, this lock was primarily designed by a man named Eli Whitney Blake who just happened to be 
the favorite nephew of Eli Whitney. Some of you may recognize him as the inventor of the cotton gin! I 
guess creativity tends to run in families. 

Not too much is known about this patent, as all but the drawing escaped the US Patent Office Fire of 
1836. 

There is at least one additional example of this lock set in the Enfield Shaker Museum in Enfield, New 
Hampshire USA, but I have never seen one outside of two books which I own. 

Additional photographs courtesy of: 

 “Locks and Lockmakers of America”, by Thomas F. Hennessy - Copyright 1976, 1997. 

“Inventing a Better Mousetrap: 200 Years of American History in the Amazing World of Patent 
Models”, by Alan Rothschild and Ann Rothschild - Copyright 2015. 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney_Blake 

https://museumcollection.hagley.org/objects/46520 
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